






\ Citizenr fot Justice and Peace

Press Release

statement issued by Board of Trustees of citizens for Justice and Peace

l.CitizensforJustice&Peace(cJP)isatrustregisteredwithcharities
Commlssioner, Mumbai' It has for over a decade been exempted from income tax

and permitted by Home Ministry to accept donations under the Foreign

contributions Regulation Act. As audited by a reputable firm of chartered

accountants, CIP has continuously complied with the requirements of all these

agencies and all decisions on activities and expenses are taken with the full

knowledge and sanction of its 12-member Board of Trustees'

2. At no point has clP received any funds, either by way of foreign contributions or

donationg from within India, for the'Memorial of Resistance" at Gulberg Society,

Ahmedabad proposed by sabrang Trust. Though it was supportive of the proposal,

clP received no funds for the same. The allegation that cJP received "huge funds"

fortheproposedMemorialistotallybaselessandisemphaticallydenied.

3.TeestaSetalvad,Secretary,CJP,iseffectivelythechieffunctionaryofthe

organisation. Apart from detailed reports at Board meetings, she and Javed Anand

have kept all Board members regularly updated on progress of activities through

emails, text messages and telephonic communication'

4. From 2002, when clP was founded, until December 2009 Teesta Setalvad

neither asked for nor was paid any amount by way of fee or salary. Since January

2010, when cJP began receiving suppott from the united Nations voluntary Fund

forvictimsofTorture,Ms.Setalvadwaspaidmodestremunerationinaccordance

with the terms of the UNVFVT grant.

similarly, since cJP,s inception till date, laved Anand has not been paid a single

rupee by way of remuneration or salary.

5.TheSuppofttoc]PSinceJanuary20l0bythisUNfund,administeredbythe
office of the UN,s High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva, for CJP,s Free

Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu, Mumbai - 400049. Ph 2660228a 126603927
e-mail: cipindia@gmail.com website: www.cjponline.org e-mail: teestateesta@gmail com
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Legal Aid to victims-su rvivors of the 2002 communal carnage in Gujarat is but one

indicator of the national and international recognition of CIP's sustained legal

interventions to ensure justice and rule of law. Successes have included the

convictions In the Best Bakery case, and life sentences to 117 perpetrators of

violence, including a former BJP MLA and Cabinet Minister of Gujarat.

Ms. Setalvad has been recognised by a Padma Shri in India and the'City of

Nuremberg (Germany) award for Human Rights'. In public memory the city is

associated with the'Nuremberg Trials'following the defeat of the Nazi regime. Mr.

Anand is a recipient of the Minorities Rights Award instituted by the National

Commission for minorities and was named a Chevalier d'Honneur by the French

government.

6. Teesta Setalvad and Javed Anand have been accused of "siphoning off" crores of

funds received by CJP, They have filed affidavits in court refuting all the allegations

as false and baseless. We must add that since CIP's inception, all payments are

verified by a Board member other than Teesta Setalvad or Javed Anand.

7. The entire Board of Trustees of CIP affirms its full confidence in and stands fully

behind Teesta Setalvad and Javed Anand. Each of us is confident that this

prosecution will fail and that Ms. Setalvad & Mr. Anand will stand vindicated.
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Iftikhar M. Kadri
Trustee

Cyrus Guzder
Trustee

Mumbai; March 28,

Alyque Padamsee
'Trustee

Anil Dharker
Trustee
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